PROSPECTS  OF RURAL INDUSTRIALIZATION           243
with small electric motors, so that the purchase of small num-
ber of these looms and motors would be within the reach of
any small capitalist, particularly one with technical know-
ledge of the industry.
'By establishing a combination of the light power-loom in-
dustry with a central preparatory system, an advance will be
made in the productive capacity of the rural district, and
labour will not be herded into big cities with the accompany-
ing development of slums. Small plants of this type, taking
advantage to the full of the technical skill and knowledge,
would enable India to compete in quality and price with any
country, especially if such enterprises were marshalled into
co-operative movement, whereby the financing of supplies of
yarn and the marketing of the finished cloth could be done
from one centre. For many cloths it would be necessary to
set up central co-operative finishing plants, though it is sur-
prising how the craftsmen of this country can produce finishes
which imitate machine produced finishes/
Some of the conditions essential for the establishment of
the system advocated in the speech referred to above are al-
ready in existence in two important regions of India, where
there is a great possibility of future development of textile
industries. In southern India, especially in the province of
Madras, a large number of purely spinning mills established
in small towns throughout the southern section of the cotton
belt are already feeding with yarn the most important weav-
ing section of the rural textile industry of India. In, another
region from Delhi to Lyallpur in the north, where the rural
weaving industry is again of considerable importance, nine
finishing plants are known to be in existence at present. The
spinning side of the industry in this region is weak and the
supplies of yarn are obtained from outside. With the develop-
ment of electric power, a development of the spinning mills
in rural towns resembling those of the province of Madras is
likely to take place to supply yarn to the weaving section*
Thus what is now required in these regions is to give a definite
shape to the system by organizing the weavers operating power
and hand-looms in particular areas into industrial co-opera-
tives and by linking them to a central preparatory finishing
and marketing organization established in central towns of